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The Chargé in Iran (Ward) to the Secratary of State

TOP SECRET Tehran, May 8, 1946 - & a.m.
UsS URGENT {Received May 9 - B:17 a. m. )

659, From Allen. .......
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The Prime Minister (Qavam) then told me in the

utmost confidence that his difficulties were not so much

with Pishevari as with the Shah. He seifithat he felt confi-
dent he could make arrangements with Pishevar! and that
they had actually come fairly close to an agreement, on the
basis of the appointment by Tehran (1) of a govarnor general
in Tabriz, and (2) of an officer from the Iranian Army to take
command of the Asarbaijan forces, the latter to be selectad
by the Tehran Government from among five officers of the
Iranian Army to be dominated (nominated? } by Pishevari.
There still remained some difference over the question of
finances, Pishevari insisting upon appointing the Director General
of Finances of Azaerbaijan, but Oavam thought this could be
arranged. (avam said that the Shah objected to the proposed

arrangement, and insisted upon sending three brigades of the
Iranian Army (5.000 or 6,000 men) into Aserbaijan immediately,

one to be station in Tabrlz, one at Rezaish, and one at Ardabil.
Qavam was convinced that this action weuld result in fiascom

slace dissatisfied elements in army and elements friendly towarda
Azerbaijan regime would probably go over to other side. In view

of size of Azerbaijan forces (alleged to be 30,000), Qavam was
afrald central forces would be defeated. He was convinced that best
method of handling situation was to win Azarbaljan back to Tehran

/ contrel by pacific penstration. The Shah, on other hand, insists

upon forceful ocoupation of the area,
Qavam #aid that his gedimary difficulty with the Shah

resulted from the Shah's insistence ipon exercising, in practice,

his nominal position as Commander-in-Chief of Army. Qavam

hoped very much that I would give the Shah good advice on the occasion

of my forthcoming visit to him.
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